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Dear Friends,

I'd like to use this opportunity to say a word of thanks to those who participated in the Annual Congregational Meeting on January 29th. As we
tried to make the date known so that you could plan ahead we used this phrase: “Annual Meeting-Where the Rubber of Ministry Meets the
Road of Reality.” By reality, of course, we were referring to things like electing church officers and other leaders, approving the annual budget
and hearing of the work of various committees and organizations over the past year. Equally important were some of the things shared about
our future.

We are a vibrant church. The “Friends in Faith” band from Edwards United Church of Christ, Davenport led us in worship on the 29t and
helped us realize that there are many ways to offer our worship of prayer and praise. It was wonderful having them join us and we are grateful
that they make the trip periodically to share their gift of music and allow us to become their “Friends in Faith,” too.

| took the opportunity at the annual meeting to share some information about a trend we will be spending some time with this year, looking at
our organizational structure and methods of communication. | hope that you have been enjoying the new DeWitt UCC E-NEWS. We realize
that the printed monthly Carillon Notes newsletter plays an important role in our church, but more and more people are getting their information
digitally and that someday soon this monthly mailing might very well no longer be published. If you have not yet provided us with your email
address please do so if you wish to receive important church information. As more and more activities and people bless our church we will
also want to pay close attention to how we “talk” with one another. Please think of the church office as the “central hub” for sharing news and
information. Email the church at office@uccdewitt.org with whatever you want others to know about in your church. Visit the church website
for up-to-date information. We will be working hard to make sure it is kept current and always accessible to you at http://www.uccdewitt.org .

We will be releasing a new method of garnering your feedback in a few days through an on-line survey. This will be an easy survey to
complete. It's only some 15 questions long and will be available on the website for one month. If you know of someone who won'’t be able to
do the survey on line and they would like to be sure to participate, let us know so we can make it available to them on Sunday morning or
Wednesday evening here at church. We will have a computer kiosk available along with someone to help them. We can also arrange for
someone to visit them in their home, if they wish, to help answer any questions they might have. Watch for more information.

Whenever change occurs there’s always a short period time when we must “get used to” the new format. | would like to assure you that no
one will be left out. We will meet the needs of every active church member in new and unique ways.

| was also very proud of our church for two other reasons during last Sunday’s meeting. Holle Maricle, Director of Religious Education, shared
news of our new “Safe Church” initiative. Once the policy is finalized within the next few weeks and we're underway with the program, we as
church members, our children and their parents can know that the safety of the children in our church is a top priority. For most people
following the policy guidelines will be pro forma, meaning that many in our church have wondered why we haven't had it in place yet. We
know the time has come for us to be open and intentional about looking after the safety of the children who come to church. This is a very
good step forward. Participating in education, training and background disclosures is never a simple process. But as we've seen happen,
churches are not immune from the possibility of child physical or sexual abuse. We care about our children and are committed to doing
everything possible to keep them safe.

Lastly, I'd like to thank you for recommitting our church to the long standing relationship shared with United Manor, a HUD managed senior
housing project. Even though our involvement is indirect, meaning that we have two members of our church on its board of directors, our
name and “substance” if you will, come right along with them. Here is one great example of how we are participating in mission within our
community. Yes, we travel to Jamaica and Kentucky for mission work too, but we will never forget to be present to the needs of our own
community as best we are able.

Please watch for the weekly E-NEWS to arrive in your inbox every Wednesday afternoon and share that information with anyone you know
who might not have email access at this time.

May God richly bless us in our ministries and may our work as a church be so real that we can feel the rubber meeting the road. Let's

continue to walk the talk.
/> astochﬁT
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COMMITTEE MINUTES

from January meetings

¢ Christian Education: met Sunday, January 8
with 5 members present.

~ Next year’s budget was sent to the Trustees.

~ Melissa Cook agreed to be Chairman for next year
as Amanda Greubel’s term is over.

Sunday school ~ Amanda Greubel agreed to assist
Jen Froeschle as 2012-13 S.S. Superintendant.

~ As soon as cabinets are in place, several people
volunteered to help organize the supply room.

~ VBS is scheduled for June 25-29 at UMC with the
pool party on July 1 at 7:00 pm.

~ Next meeting is Sunday, Feb. 5 following worship.

¢ Diaconate: met January 10 with 5 present.

~ Communion Sunday will be moved to 18t Sunday of
the month starting in February (only grape juice).

~ Will implement having “Head Usher” in February.
~ New members orientation was on Jan. 15t.

~Took down decorations on Jan. 11t after WOW.

~ Will ask Memorials and Gift Committee about
purchasing updated Christmas decorations.

~ Annual meeting on Jan 29. Need to announce
changes that have been approved by committee.

~ Ash Wednesday service is Feb 22 at UMC.

¢ Outreach/Evangelism: met January 10 with 6
members present.

~ January’s Kentucky Mission Trip meeting had 16
people interested in going.

~ Would like to have a Jamaica trip representative
come to O&E meetings to coordinate with group.

~ Blood Drive was January 16 with 34 pints collected.
~ Discussed doing a church directory this year.

~ Will not participate in the spring city garage sale.

~ Received $500 to O&E account for Labyrinth sale.

~ Possibly open up mission work to other local UCC
and UMC. Discussed fundraising to assist First Pres.
Church. Habitat house breaking ground next month.

Committee Report Deadline for
March’s Newsletter is Feb 13th

¢ Trustees: 8 members met January 10.

~ Proposed budget finalized to present to the
congregation at the annual meeting.

~ Will need to replace garage roof.

~ Will ask Will Froeschle or Marty Murrell to help
Roger VanDeWalle audit the year-end books.

~ The Carillon has not been functioning properly.
Gaylene will check with company to determine the
problem and cost.

~ Pastor Jeff is looking at the Constant Contact
system to assist with the church’s electronic
communications.

¢ Council: met January 16 with 10 present.

~ Committee reports were given... recapping
decisions and progress.

~ Jeff would like the council to sponsor a general
online survey to see how people feel about things
and to help in making decisions that effect each of
us. Council will send out and assist those not on
line to get the survey completed.

February meeting schedules

Feb. 05  10:45am Christian Ed

Feb. 14  7.00pm  O&E, Diaconate, Trustees

Mar. 19 7.00pm  Church Council
Endowment Committee

The Endowment Committee met on Dec. 11, 2011 to
review the grant and scholarship applications.
The following awards were given:
$6,000 - Mission trip expenses - KY/Jamaica
$1,000 - College scholarship - Ryan Waldorf
$1,000 - Central Schools - Drum Circle

“Worship” Delivery to
Homebound for FEBRUARY
Carol Hansen
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Feb 5 Bill & Tami Petsche; Joyce Erling; Nancy Aiken
Feb 12 Curtis & Heidi Barber; John & Karey Carlin

Feb19 Marty Murrell; Kathy Gannon;
Rick & Gaylene Mangan
Feb 26 Jan Black; Jean Schmidt; Jeff & Leta Fuller

Mar 11 Kurt & Sheri Meier; Doug & Jennifer Peters
Mar 18 Martha Mullen; LaVerta Cheney;

Kurt & Leann Walker
Mar 25 Tricia Nichols; Heather Ohnemus;

Harold & Ruth Wilson

LITURGISTS FOR FEBRUARY

Feb 5 LynnWartgow
Feb12  Carolyn Eggleston
Feb19 Kevin Fox
Feb26 Ellen Waldorf
ACOLYTES FOR FEBRUARY
Feb 5  Alex Tuttle & Carter Christoffersen
Feb12 Gabe Arndt & Jeff Fuller
Feb19 Ben Cook & Anna Cook
Feb26 Kali & Koal Bossom

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR FEBRUARY

Feb 5  Chancel Choir
Feb12  JOY Singers
Feb19 Chancel Choir
Feb26 Anna Schroeder
NURSERY FOR FEBRUARY
Feb 5 Lydia Ahrens & Colleen Gannon
Feb12  Lydia Ahrens & Allison Hughes
Feb19  Morgan Schau & Katelyn Siegel
Feb26 Courtney Arndt & Spencer Kerr

PROJECTIONISTS FOR FEBRUARY

Feb 5 Lydia Ahrens
Feb12  Katelyn Siegel
Feb19 Derek Fox
Feb26 Allison Hughes
COMMUNION FOR FEBRUARY
Moved to the 1stSunday of the month
Febs  Ken McMain & Jen Claeys

USHERS/GREETERS FOR FEB / MAR 2012

Mar 4 Marilyn Nielsen; Carey Arndt; Kory & Stacie Tuttle

UCC LECTIONARY FOR FEBRUARY

Feb. 5 Sustaining Ministry
Mark 1:29-39;  Isa 40:21-31;
Ps 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Cor 9:16-23

Feb. 12 Healing Presence
Mark 1:40-45; 2 Kings 5:1-14;
1 Cor 9:24-27

Ps 30;

Feb. 19 Thin Places
Mark 9:2-9; 2 Kings 2:1-12;
Ps 50:1-6; 2 Cor 4:3-6

Feb. 26 God’s Loving Paths
Mark 1:9-15;  Gen 9:8-17;
Ps 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22

&J= Adult Bible Study

W The study group meets every
Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30 pm. We are
now meeting in Fellowship Hall following Faith Café
and worship. New people are always welcome!

Communion
will now be served on
the 1st Sunday of every month
starting February 5.

ALTAR FLOWERS

y

rd 1.‘1
% and
SUNDAY BULLETIN SPONSORS

The list is up and the blanks need to be filled!

Please help your church by signing up
to purchase Sunday altar flowers
-OR- sponsor the Sunday bulletin for $15.00.

Sheets are on the office door.
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New members!

On Sunday, January 29 we received 3 new
members to our congregation. We would like
to welcome Jeff and Mindy Duffy and Kevin
Bowman.

Q 4 1
\Speciglzz  Vocalist
é}%ﬂ 1sic or
Instrumentalist

Need Special music for the summer
at the 9:30 am worship services.

Please contact the church office or
Becca Schroeder at 659-8235

Just let us know what you'd like to do!

Becoming a Love
and Logic Parent

Parent training program

Facilitated by Carla Behrend,
Certified Instructor

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

/ consecutive Tuesdays
February 21 - April 3

First Congregational UCC Fellowship Hall

Childcare provided

Outreach and Evangelism

ACTS - OF - FAITH by Jan Rittmer

I'm thinking about rich people today. | follow politics in the belief that the political
happenings in our country — maddening as they are — are important. After watching
a debate or two and the President’s State of the Union Speech, know that wealth,
private and corporate, is going to be heavily discussed in the upcoming campaign. |
fear we are all going to be thinking about rich people from now through November.

‘Rich” is a relative term, but | think we can agree that by most of our standards
no “poor” people are running for President in 2012. I've must confess that | nurse a
sort of reverse snobbery against wealthy people. | don't know why, but | always
have, and | know I'm not the only one. This unreasonable generalization is one of
the things that made me cynical about politics. I'm not very proud of that. Cynicism
is never a fully thought out position, and egotistical as | am, | think | should be
smarter than to base my actions solely on it. | plan to chip away at my wealth-
related political cynicism between now and Election Day. There must be a better
way to pick my candidate than because he’s poorer than the rest of them!

Roger and | do not have lots of money, and mostly we don't care. We are warm,
over-fed, and have access to health care. We consider money as a tool to be used
as needed. We have some money left for discretionary use, which we spend in
ways that seem important to us. Some of our money is used to help other people
because that's one of our priorities. By world standards we are rich. | wonder how
we would feel about being judged for the size of our “fortune”.  First, we'd feel it's
nobody’s business how much money we have or don’t have as long as we've earned
it honestly and not by taking advantage of others. We judge ourselves by what we
spend money for. Although | doubt any of you even consider the Rittmer’s finances,
as we're not running for office, if you do, and want to examine our priorities, you are
welcome to do so. | believe our financial priorities say something positive about us.

I've known a few moderately wealthy people. At least one of them, although
likeable, took pride in being part of the world’s problems. This election year | must
remind myself that many wealthy folks try hard to be part of the solutions.

| think of Bill and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffet. Bill Gates of Microsoft fame
and his wife, Melinda, formed a foundation in 1994 with a gift of 94 million dollars.
Now the fund is up to more than 26 billion dollars. They allocate fund money
according to their interests and passions. Look at the Gates’ spending priorities:
World wide, the primary aims of the foundation are to enhance healthcare and
reduce extreme poverty, and in America, the fund expands educational opportunities
and access to information technology. By 2009 the Gates fund had donated $33.5
billion to their “passions”. In 2009, Warren Buffett, one of the world's richest men,
heavily endowed the Bill and Melinda Gates fund because he shared their goals and
they applied good business practices in administrating the money. Buffett donates
99% of his personal income to charity. It's hard to remain cynical about these
amazingly wealthy philanthropists. Once again, the size of the wealth takes a back
seat to the priorities of the giver.

Will a candidate’s wealth help me decide how to vote? Probably. Most of us
count on our biases to help us pick candidates. But my bias will rule over my
cynicism. I'll ask which candidate is most likely to be both appropriately frugal and
compassionately giving with our country’s money? In short, which candidate has
priorities that most closely match the Rittmer family?
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Rod & Michelle King 2/01

Dennis & Janelle Schnoor 2/14

Mark & Nancy Hughes 2/24

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

L&,

2/2  Mike Wildes 2/11  Ellen Schau
2/4 Sharon Petsche 2/14 Dave Campbell
2/5 Rick Ehrler 2/14 Dave Campbell
Jody Smicker
Scott Siegel 2/16 Kevin Jansen
Lynn Wartgow
2/8 Sarah Campbell 2/19  Harold Wilson

2/6 Trevor Barr

2/7 Brent Zastrow

Ivan Barber
Amanda Greubel
Maclane Murrell
Amanda Voss
Jeff Fuller

Anna Rice

2/10 Doug Yegge 2/20 Carey Arndt

Thank You’s expressed.....

Thanks again for all your donations to the Referral
Center. Your donations helped many families in need in
the community to have a merrier Christmas this year.
We appreciate your continued support and generosity!

Liz Bloom, Director

CO 00000000 0000 05 00 00

Thank you Trustees, for the gift. It was very much
appreciated. Rebecca Kerr

CO 00000000 000005 0000

Thank you members of the congregation for the blood
drive you held recently. Your service and leadership on
behalf of the community blood program is greatly
appreciated. 34 units of blood were collected and
because of your combined generosity, as many as 102
patients will benefit from lifesaving blood products.

David R. Green, President
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center

Interested... in going on the next Kentucky Trip?

Contact Roger Rittmer for further information.

What:  Kentucky Mission Trip
When:  June 3 through June 9, 2012
Where: Harlan, Kentucky
Who: 15 Kids and Adults
Next meeting: watch website

Its that friendly. =

The reservations need to be confirmed very
soon, so if you are planning to go, let Roger or
Jan Rittmer know as soon as possible.

Are you interested in going...
on the Sunbeam Mission Trip June 20-277

The next meeting is
Tuesday, February 7
at 7:00 pm.

The deadline for the down-payment
is February 1st.

ASH
WEDNESDAY

February 22, 2012

Ecumenical Worship Service
7:00 pm
at DeWitt United Methodist Church

Serving a meal from 5:30-6:30 pm
Reservations appreciated but not necessary.
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IN THE NEWS... by Ruth Wilson

e On the honor roll at Calamus-Wheatland Schools
for the 2nd quarter are Seventh grade: Hope Finley;
Freshman: Sydney Kerr; Sophomore: Colton Anderson.

e On the honor roll for the second quarter at Central
Community Middle School are Eighth grade: Sabrina
Claeys, Tanner Clark, Kaytlinn Duesing and Gage
Fuller; Seventh grade: Trevor Barr, Tyler Bossom,
Bradley Gannon, Lucas Hughes, Kyle Irwin, Joel Kirby,

Morgan Mentzer and Colin Siegel.

e Mitch Kirby is a member of the Saber boys
basketball team and scored 5 of the team’s 9 points

in the first half of the game with Solon.

e Colleen Gannon and Katelyn Siegel were selected
to play in the Augustana Honor Band Festival held

January 15-16.

e Mary Broadfoot, sophomore clarinet, and Justin
Block, sophomore trumpet, both with the lowa State
Marching Band, performed for the Pinstripe Bowl in

Bronx, New York on December 30.

o Colleen Gannon will be among the student pianists
performing at the grand piano concert to be held
Monday, February 6, at the Central Community

Performing Arts Center.

15 Birthdays il

Clara Ileen Walker, daughter of Zach and A
Sarah Walker, celebrated her first birthday
December 22. Helping to celebrate are grandparents,
Kurt & Leann Walker of our congregation and Chip &
Jody Hesse of Grand Mound. great-grandparents are
Leroy & Beverly Jensen of Low Moor and Richard &
Marlene Walker of DeWitt.

CO 00000000 000005 0000

Madison Lynn Swanton, daughter of Kenny and
Abby Swanton of Clinton, celebrated her first birthday
January 19. Helping her celebrate are sister, Ali, 2
and brother, David, 3. Her grandparents are Mike &
Laurie Wildes of our congregation and Dave & Penny
Swanton of Goose Lake.

GO0 000000000000 050

Breanna Sue Campbell, daughter of David and
Sarah Campbell, celebrated her first birthday on
January 29. Helping her celebrate is proud grandma,
Christi Fulwider.

In Sympathy...

Anna Parrot, 89, passed away January 15 at
Wheatland Manor. Services were held at Schultz Funeral
Home on January 18 with Pastor Wartgow officiating.

Anna was born to Lowman “Todd” and Cora
(Flemming) Miller on February 12, 1922 in Runnells, IA.
She married Dale McDannel and later married Lewvi
Parrott on June 30, 1950. Levi died in October of 1977.

Anna lived in McCausland many years before moving to
DeWitt in 1977. She retired from lowa Mutual Ins. Co.
after 20 vyears. She worked for Wapsi Oaks until she was
80 years old. Anna was a member of our congregation for
34 years where she had been a member of the Candlelight
Fellowship, cooked for the Noon Lions and volunteered.

Anna is survived by daughters, Joan (Robert) Steele of
Wheatland, and Janice (Edward) Huggart of Colona, IL; a
son, Allyn Parrott of Lincoln, NE; daughtersinlaw,
Charlene Schudel of Godfrey, IL and Margaret Parrott of
Parkview; a sister, Dorothy Tratchel of Newton; 12
grandchildren; 20 great grandchildren and 9 great-great
grandchildren. In addition to her husbands, Anna was
preceded in death by her sons, Don McDannel and Jerry
Parrott, 4 sisters and 5 brothers.

L da do do 2o Jo 2 4

Tom Reed, father of Jennifer Reed-Murrell, passed
away January 15 at the Clarissa C. Cook Hospice House
in Bettendorf. Services were held January 18 at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in DeWitt. He also is survived by his
mother, Joan Reed of DeWitt; a son, Matthew Reed of
Low Moor and grandchildren, Moira and Maclane
Munrrell; seven sisters and six brothers along with many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his
father, William, a brother and a nephew.

Do we have your email address?? We would like to
have as many of the congregation’s emails as possible.
That way you will be included in any important news,
activities, etc. happening at or with the church.

If you are on a committee, it is very important for us to
have an email address to communicate with you.

REMINDER... News Deadline

\/ for March’s Newsletter is Feb. 23™
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Y | Wednesday

Church Night

Faith, Fun, Fellowship and Food.
What more could you ask for on a
Wednesday night!!

5:00-6:00 pm Faith Café - $2 per plate
6:00-6:30 pm Worship

6:00-6:30 pm JOY Singers (youth choir)
6:30-7:30 pm WOW Kids (preschool-6")
6:30-7:30 pm Adult Bible Study
6:45-7:45pm Faith Inkubators (7"-8")

We look forward to seeing you!

What's for supper?...
check our website @ www.uccdewitt.org

Wishing you a s

heartfelt February!

THOSE WHO COULD USE A WORD OR SMILE

Connie Drummond
1201 Park St. #18; Bellevue, lowa 52031-1911

Doris Ellis
Grand Haven, 201 E Franklin St, Apt #510
Eldridge, lowa 52748

John Galitz
West Wing, 1118 1" St., DeWitt, lowa 52742

Rose Galitz
Grand Haven, 201 E Franklin St, Apt #216
Eldridge, lowa 52748

Helen Knoche
Grand Haven, 201 E Franklin St, Apt #401
Eldridge, lowa 52748

Lucile Otey
West Wing, 1118 1" St., DeWitt, lowa 52742

Henry Pelham
Grand Haven, 201 E Franklin St, Apt #611
Eldridge, lowa 52748

Maxine Wimer
West Wing, 1118 1" St., DeWitt, lowa 52742

REAp

One Great Hour of Sharing - A
SHARING BRINGS JOY o ;
TO US, TO OTHERS, TO GOD - 5

& &

www.ucc.org/oghs Sy AR

The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering, administered by
Wider Church Ministries, Global Sharing of Resources, provides support to
health, education, refugee, agricultural, and emergency relief initiatives in
138 countries, by working with local, national, and international partners.
The offering is received most often during Lent, with the fourth Sunday
suggested as the Dedication Day.

The 2012 OGHS theme continues from last year’s theme, “Sharing Bring
Joy, but adds the focus of bringing joy to Others.”

Our first thoughts about how our gifts bring joy to others most likely
focus on the tangible results of our sharing:

+ A family displaced by natural disaster or political unrest is grateful to
receive food, shelter, and the comfort of a safe place to begin to
rebuild their lives

+ Anyone who had to walk miles to get water for their family, smiles as
a well is dug in their community, bringing clean water within reach

+ A farmer whose harvest succumbed to the storms, is thankful when
offered food, water, and new seed, helping her to make it through to
the next harvest

Of course, when we “sow bountifully” by giving to others, we reap
bountifully by sharing in the joy that our gifts bring to those whose basic
needs are met.

But in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he reminds us of another
way our giving brings joy to others. In encouraging the Corinthian church to
give to the collection for the believers in Jerusalem, he reminds them that
when the Jewish believers receive gifts from their non-Jewish sisters and
brothers, they will be moved by the gifts themselves, and by the unity in
Christ the gifts represent.

Knowing there are those who would share willingly with them, they are
reminded of who they are: beloved children of the Creator, each one a
person of sacred worth.

Across social and economic lines that should have separated them,
followers of Christ reached out to support one another. The awareness of
another's need allowed them to recognize their own abundance as a gift
from God, one they were called to share.

This year, as you make your offering to One Great Hour of Sharing,
remember the joy your gifts offers others, is hope. Sow bountifully and
share abundantly, knowing that your are not only helping change the
statistics, you are helping change lives. Please give generously!

We will kick-off the UCC One Great Hour of Sharing special
offering on February 19t. Then, on March 18th, we will dedicate
the OGHS offering during worship.

Envelopes will be included with the March newsletter.
Look into your heart and give generously.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor
JEFF WARTGOW

Secretary
PAMELA SCHAU

Organist
Chancel Choir Director
REBECCA KERR

Director of Religious Education
HoLLE MARICLE

Sunday School Coordinator
JEN FROESCHLE

JOY Singers
CHERI MILLS

Custodial Staff
OprAL Fox & KEVIN Fox

Coming in.... February

Love & Logic Parenting Classes
Ash Wednesday at UMC
First Sunday in Lent
Preparations for spring luncheons

O&E Soup, Sandwich and
Dessert Luncheon

Tuesday, March 6

f—ﬂé,/f 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Adults - $5.00
Children under 12 - $2.00

""t.\
"éﬁ Children under 3 - FREE

Carry outs available




